Home Link
GRADE 4 – LESSON 1

Dear Family:
This year our class is using the Open Circle Curriculum, a comprehensive social and
emotional learning program that supports elementary school children in developing the
skills they need to be successful learners and to form healthy, positive relationships
with people throughout their lives.
Twice each week during the whole school year, the class will meet in a circle for about 15
minutes. Lesson topics will include listening well, including one another, cooperating,
understanding feelings, teasing, bullying, recognizing differences among people,
getting calm, problem solving, positive self-talk, and more. The goals of the lessons are
to create a safe, caring and highly engaging classroom environment and to give children
the skills they need to succeed academically, solve interpersonal problems and build
positive relationships.
You can help your child develop these skills by discussing and practicing them at home.
Ask your child to tell you what we talked about in the last Open Circle Meeting or to
show you a favorite Open Circle activity. The attached sheet contains some of the
vocabulary words that your child will be learning in Open Circle. For more information
about Open Circle, please visit www.open-circle.org.
The Open Circle Curriculum was developed by Open Circle at the Wellesley Centers for
Women, Wellesley College, and is available for Kindergarten through Grade 5. All
teachers who use Open Circle have received special training to implement the Open
Circle Curriculum in their classrooms.
If you have any questions about Open Circle, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours truly,
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The Open Circle program teaches social and emotional skills that can help children form
positive relationships and become successful learners. Here are some examples of the
vocabulary words your child is learning in Open Circle lessons at school.
Ally: A person who speaks up or takes action to help someone.
Body Language: A way to express feelings using your face and body.
Brainstorming: Thinking of many ideas.
Bullying Behavior: When one or more people severely or repeatedly harm someone with words
or actions.
Bystander: A person who observes a situation and does not speak up or take action.
Calm Breathing: Breathing in and out deeply and slowly in order to feel calm.
Compliment: Saying something about someone that is true, specific and positive.
Cooperate: To work together to get something done.
Dangerous or Destructive Behaviors: Actions that are dangerous (someone might get hurt) or
destructive (something might get damaged or broken). When children see dangerous or
destructive behavior, they should tell a responsible adult right away.
Nonnegotiable Rules: Rules that cannot be changed.
Nonverbal Signals: A way of communicating without words.
Open Circle Meeting: A time in school for students to learn and practice specific social and
emotional skills that will help them form positive relationships and become successful learners.
Positive Leader: A person who does things to help the group and sets a good example.
Positive Self-Talk: Saying encouraging things to yourself.
Problem: A situation that causes someone to feel confused or upset.
Reflection: Pausing and asking yourself questions about an experience.
School Listening Look: A way of listening to others in school by keeping your body calm and
looking at the speaker.
Speaking Up: Expressing ideas, feelings, and opinions in a respectful way; looking at the person
or group; and speaking slowly, clearly, and loudly enough.
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 2-3

Dear Family:
During our first Open Circle Meetings, the class practiced taking their chairs and getting into a
circle quietly, safely, and cooperatively. We form a circle so that everyone can see everyone else
and be heard. We always leave one space open in case another person would like to join the
circle. Everyone is welcome, and no one is ever left out. The Open Circle symbolizes the idea of
an inclusive classroom community. Ask your child to tell you how the class gets into a circle.
Students worked on getting to know each other’s names in one Open Circle. In order to be able
to work well together, they need to know each other’s names and how to pronounce them
correctly. Ask your child to say the names of as many people in the class as he/she can
remember. I reminded students that when they are learning something new, it is important to
take time for reflection. When we reflect, we pause and ask ourselves questions such as “How
am I doing?” or “What did I learn?”
We have been getting to know each other better. In order for students to become friends and
work well together, it is important for them to learn about each other. We did an activity called
“Stand Up/Sit Down” to find out ways we are the same and ways we are different. Ask your
child to tell you what he/she is learning about the students in the class. You might encourage
your child to get to know a classmate they do not know very well during recess or lunchtime.
We talked about how much we can learn from people who are different from us.
Yours truly,
LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Hooks, Bell. The Skin I’m In. Jump at the Sun, 2004.
You can’t tell who a person really is just by looking at them. You have to get to know them to
get beyond who you think they are.
Polacco, Patricia. Mrs. Katz and Tush. Bantam Books, 1992.
An elderly woman and a young boy find a common bond that leads to friendship.
Rotner, Shelley. Shades of People. Holiday House, 2009.
A diverse group of children celebrate the fact that, “Our skin is just our covering, like
wrapping paper. And, you can’t tell what someone is like from the color of their skin.”
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Home Link
GRADE 4 – LESSON 4-5

Dear Family:
In Open Circle, we discussed and developed some classroom rules that will help to keep our
classroom safe, make it a place where students feel cared about and where we can do our best
learning. Students also learned that some rules are nonnegotiable. This means “no choice.”
They may ask to have these rules explained, and they may ask questions about them, but they
cannot be changed. Ask your child to share with you some of the classroom rules that we
developed. Ask for an example of a nonnegotiable rule in our classroom. Talk to your child
about any nonnegotiable rules in your home for mealtimes, bedtimes, and responsibilities.
In another Open Circle meeting, we talked about nonverbal signals. A nonverbal signal is a way
of communicating without using words. We tried out many nonverbal signals that we already
know, such as the signals for okay, no, good effort, and let’s be quiet. We talked about why it
might be helpful to have some nonverbal signals in the classroom that everyone agrees to and is
clear about. The class chose several nonverbal signals that we agreed to use this year in the
classroom. Ask your child to demonstrate these signals. Ask your child to demonstrate some
other nonverbal signals and have you guess what they mean. You and your child might want to
develop your own nonverbal signals to use at home
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Keller, Laurie. Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners. Henry Holt, 2007.
An owl shares his version of “The Golden Rule” with a rabbit who wants to know how to
treat some new neighbors.
Nye, Naomi Shihab. Sitti’s Secrets. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1994.
Mona travels to the Middle East to visit her grandmother. Since they speak different
languages, they must use nonverbal signals to communicate.
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 6-7

Dear Family:
In a recent Open Circle lesson, we talked about what it feels like to be calm and we learned two
calm breathing techniques to help us get calm. One is called the balloon technique:
•
•

Breathe in slowly and deeply, filling your belly with air like a balloon.
Breathe out slowly.

We also learned the counting technique:
•
•

Breathe in and count to yourself up to four.
Breathe out slowly, counting to four or more.

Ask your child to teach you the two calm breathing techniques he/she learned in school.
Practice them together. Share with your child some times when you might want to use one of
the calm breathing techniques. Talk about times he/she might want to use them to calm down.
Make a habit of using calm breathing yourself, and encourage your child to use one of the
techniques whenever he/she needs to calm down.
In another Open Circle Meeting we learned the school listening look, which refers to
expectations for listening at school:
•
•
•
•

Keep our bodies calm
Look at the person who is speaking
Ask questions
Make respectful comments.

It is important to everyone in the class – students, teachers and visitors – to be listened to when
they speak.
Yours truly,
LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here is a book that relates to the lesson on Being Calm. You might want to check it out at the
library and read it with your child:
Williams, Mary. Cool Cats, Calm Kids: Relaxation and Stress Management for Young People,
Impact Publishers, 1996
Text and illustrations show children how they can reduce stress with various relaxation
techniques.
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 8-9

Dear Family:
In a recent Open Circle Meeting, we talked about recognizing and naming our feelings.
Everyone has feelings. Some feelings make us feel good and some make us feel not so good. We
made a list of many feeling words, such as excited, happy, sad, surprised, and angry, and we
talked about what might happen to make us feel that way. We also talked about how important
it is to recognize the feelings of others so we can be better friends.
Ask your child to name as many feeling words as he/she can remember. Use words at home to
name how you and other family members are feeling.
Body language was the topic of another recent Open Circle lesson. Body language is a way of
expressing feelings with our faces or bodies instead of using words. We practiced using body
language to express different feelings, such as excitement, anger, and surprise. Body language
helps us to understand how people are feeling if they are not telling us with words.
Point out examples of body language that you see in books or media and discuss what you think
the gestures and facial expressions might mean. We talked about how people often use different
body language for the same feelings.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Frame, Jeron Ashford. Yesterday I Had the Blues. Tricycle Press, 2003.
Each member of a family has a different feeling, and the author describes the characters’
moods using colors. Brother has the “blues,” father has the “grays,” and mother has the
“reds.”
Raschka, Chris. Yo! Yes? Orchard Books, 1993.
Two boys communicate with few words and plenty of body language.
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Home Link
GRADE 4 – LESSON 10-11

Dear Family:
In a recent Open Circle Meeting, we talked about ways to get calm when you feel upset. We
discussed what happens in our bodies and brains when we feel strong emotions. We learned
how different parts of the brain, such as the frontal cortex and the amygdala, control how we
feel, think and act. When we are upset, it is difficult to think clearly. We learned that calmbreathing techniques can help us calm down. Spending time with people who care about us also
helps us feel calm. Calming down helps us think and make decisions.
Positive self-talk was the topic of another Open Circle lesson. Positive self-talk is saying
encouraging things to yourself. Positive self-talk helps us to try harder and not give up. We can
all do things that seem hard at first if we remind ourselves to keep trying and not give up. At
school, we can use positive self-talk to encourage ourselves to do our best on a test or in a game,
or to try something new.
At home, ask your child to explain to you what positive self-talk is and give you an example.
Encourage your child to use positive self-talk when he/she seems discouraged about learning or
trying something new.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Dakos, Kalli. Put Your Eyes Up Here and Other School Poems. Simon & Schuster Books for
Young Readers, 2003.
Poems such as “Ode to My Stress Ball” and “Worried about Being Worried” describe
students’ attempts to manage strong feelings they experience in school.
Green, Michelle Y. A Strong Right Arm: The Story of Mamie “Peanut” Johnson. Puffin Books,
2004.
Mamie Johnson had to motivate herself to overcome the many obstacles to her becoming
one of only three women to play baseball in the Negro Leagues.
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 12-14

Dear Family:
At another Open Circle Meeting, we talked about giving and receiving compliments. A
compliment is saying something about someone that is true, positive and specific, such as
something they do well or something they did that was helpful. Giving compliments in a
classroom community is important because it makes others feel noticed and appreciated.
Getting a compliment is similar to getting a gift. We learned that when you receive a
compliment, you should say, “Thank you!”
The topic of one of our recent Open Circle lessons was including one another. We talked about
how it feels to be left out and discussed some ways to include others at recess and in the
classroom. Perhaps you could share with your child a time when you were left out and how it
made you feel. Ask your child if he/she has ever been excluded or noticed that other children
were left out. Encourage your child to find ways to include children who want to join in an
activity or a group at play.
In another Open Circle, we talked about cooperating, or working together to get something
done. We discussed what we can do to cooperate in the classroom, on the playground, in the
lunchroom, and at other times during the day at school. We also talked about why it is
important to cooperate and what can be hard about cooperating. Ask your child what he/she
does to cooperate with his/her classmates at school. Find opportunities at home for your child
to cooperate to get something done, and compliment him/her on good cooperation. Encourage
your child to cooperate with other children in activities and groups outside of school.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Coy, John. Strong to the Hoop. Lee & Low Books, 1999.
James learns what it feels like to be included in a basketball game with older players.
Tingle, Tim. Crossing Bok Chitto. Cinco Puntos Press, 2006.
Martha Tom and her Choctaw Indian family work together to help the Little Mo and his
family get across the Bok Chitto river to freedom.
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 15-16

Dear Family:
In Open Circle we learned about speaking up. In order for people to hear what you have to say at
school, it’s important to be able to speak up. We learned some skills to help us speak up:
Look at the person or group.
Speak slowly, clearly and loudly enough.
Express ideas, feelings, and opinions in a respectful way.
At home, ask your child to use the speaking-up skills to share his/her feelings about what it’s
like to spend time with a friend. Compliment your child on using these new skills.
In another Open Circle Meeting we talked about expressing angry feelings. We made a list of
some things that make us angry. Everyone feels angry at times. It is important to learn ways to
express anger in a way that is not hurtful to others. One way to deal with anger is to calm down
and then use words instead of actions to express angry feelings. We reviewed some calmbreathing techniques that we have learned.
At home, talk to your child about expressing angry feelings. Share with your child some
situations that make you angry and some ways you express anger. Ask your child how he/she
expresses anger. Encourage your child to always use words that are not hurtful, rather than
actions to express his/her anger.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Krull, Kathleen. Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez. Harcourt, 2003.
Cesar Chavez had the courage to speak up for farm workers and became a model for bringing
about change through non-violence.
Hooks, Bell. Grump, Groan, and Growl. Hyperion Books for Children, 2008.
When angry feelings start to rise, it’s a good idea to get calm and “let it slide.”
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 17-18

Dear Family:
Our recent Open Circle lessons have focused on helping students to understand the situations in
school that require the help of a teacher or another responsible adult. We learned to identify
behaviors that are dangerous (someone might get hurt) or destructive (something might get
broken, or damaged; mean teasing or bullying behavior). It is always important for a student to
tell a teacher or other adult when they observe a dangerous or destructive behavior in school.
For example, when a classmate is humming during a social studies class, this is not a dangerous
or destructive behavior. However, when a child mistreats a classmate over and over, that is a
dangerous or destructive behavior and students should tell an adult right away.
We also talked about some ways students themselves can begin to respond to behavior that is
annoying but is not dangerous or destructive behavior. One way is to use words. For example, a
student might say, “I don’t like it when you make humming noises because I can’t hear the
teacher. Please stop.” Students were assured that they can always come to an adult for help if
they cannot deal with a situation on their own.
At home, try to help your child sort behaviors and what to do about them. Ask your child, “Is
that a dangerous or destructive behavior?” If it is, compliment him/her on telling an adult. If it
is not a dangerous or destructive behavior, help your child figure out how to handle the
situation with words. You also might work with your child to identify responsible adults at
places he/she frequently goes outside of school and home whom he/she would able to tell about
a dangerous or destructive behavior.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Brisson, Pat. The Summer My Father Was Ten. Boyds Mills Press, 1998.
What starts out as a harmless prank results in the destruction of someone’s garden.
Shields, Carol Diggory. Almost Late to School: and More School Poems. Dutton Children’s
Books, 2003.
Poems that reflect the frustrations and challenges of being a student in elementary school.
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 19

Dear Family:
Teasing was the topic of a recent Open Circle lesson. We talked about how it feels to be
teased and how to help someone who is being teased. If you do not like to be teased, you
can try using words to tell the person to stop. Students were reminded that mean
teasing and bullying are dangerous and destructive behaviors and should be reported to
an adult right away. Students were encouraged not to tease others if they can see that
the person being teased does not like it.
At home, talk to your child about being teased and teasing others. Discuss some ways
your child can help people who are being teased. Encourage your child to pay attention
to the feelings of other children.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might
want to check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Grimes, Nikki. Meet Danitra Brown. Lorthop, Lee and Shepard, 1994.
Zuri describes how her “splendiferous” friend manages the challenges of school,
including teasing.
Polacco, Patricia. Thank You, Mr. Falker. Philomel Books, 1998.
A student is teased because she can’t read. A sensitive teacher provides emotional and
academic support to help Trisha regain her self-confidence.
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 20-22

Dear Family:
In a recent Open Circle Meeting, we talked about bullying behavior. Children learned that
bullying behavior is defined as: when one or more people severely or repeatedly harm someone
with words or actions. We also talked about how bullying behavior is different than an
argument or a fight, and how it might feel to be bullied. We ended our conversation with a
reminder that bullying behavior is dangerous and destructive and should be reported to a
responsible adult right away.
We talked about what a bystander is and the important role they can play in a problem
situation. We learned that a bystander is someone who observes a situation and does not speak
up or take action.
Talk with your child about whether she/he has had any experiences with bullying behavior. Ask
your child how she/he feels about going to an adult for help? How might it help? What might be
hard about going to an adult for help?
In another Open Circle Meeting, children learned that an ally is a person who speaks up or takes
action to help someone. We talked about some ways to help someone who is not being treated
well by a classmate, such as telling a responsible adult, or asking the child who is being bullied
to come with you to get away from the situation. Being an ally for someone who needs help is an
important role in a school community that is safe for students.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Ludwig, Trudy. Just Kidding. Tricycle Press, 2006.
D.J. is the target of bullying by Vince, who repeatedly uses the excuse that he is “just
kidding” when he publicly insults his classmate.
Moss, Peggy. Say Something. Tilbury House Publishers, 2004.
A student sees her classmates teasing others and excluding them. She doesn’t say anything
about it, until she experiences mistreatment first hand.
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 23

Dear Family:
In Open Circle recently, we talked about how to recognize discrimination. Discrimination
occurs when we do not treat others fairly just because they belong to a particular group
(including race, gender, religion, etc.) In school, discrimination could include saying things that
are disrespectful or mean, teasing or making jokes about a person, calling someone bad names,
avoiding someone, leaving them out, ignoring them, refusing to help them, or hurting them
physically – only because they belong to a particular group, look different, or speak differently.
In our classroom, discrimination will not be tolerated. We are all part of the same classroom
community. Everyone should be included and treated with respect.
At home, encourage your child to share any experiences they have had with discrimination.
Encourage your child to never discriminate against other people and to speak up to stop
discrimination when it occurs.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Mitchell, Margaree King. Uncle Jed’s Barbershop. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers,
1993.
Jed and his niece endure the hardships imposed on them by segregation in the 1920’s.
Mochizuki, Ken. Baseball Saved Us. Lee & Low Books, 1993.
A Japanese-American family is sent to an internment camp during World War II, returns
home, and has to respond to the mistrust and prejudice of their neighbors.
Woodson, Jacqueline. The Other Side. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2001.
Two girls forge a friendship despite the fears and prejudice of the adults around them.
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 24

Dear Family:
In Open Circle this week, we began a multi-lesson unit on problem solving. In the
coming weeks, we will be learning to use a six-step process for solving people problems.
We began by talking about what a problem is. A problem is any situation that causes
someone to be upset of confused. We made a list of problems that students in our grade
might have, such as problems on the way to school, at recess or with friends.
To help us learn and remember the problem-solving steps, we use the colors of a traffic
signal: Red = Stop. Yellow = Think. Green = Go.
RED reminds us to STOP.
1. Calm down.
2. Identify the problem.
YELLOW reminds us to THINK:
3. Decide on a positive goal.
4. Think of several solutions.
5. Evaluate solutions.
GREEN tells us to GO:
6. Make a plan and try it.
The six problem-solving steps are printed on the back of this sheet. Please post it
somewhere in your home where you can see it often as a reminder to both you and your
child to use the problem-solving process to solve problems that come up outside of
school. Problem solving is an important skill that your child can use not only in school,
but later on in the workplace and the community.
Yours truly,
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GRADE 4 – LESSON 25

Dear Family:
In Open Circle, we are continuing to learn and practice each of the six steps of problem solving:
Calm down. Identify the problem. Decide on a positive goal. Think of several solutions. Evaluate
the solutions. Make a plan and try it.
Before we can begin to solve a problem, we need to calm down. We discussed in Open Circle
some ways to calm down, such as using calm breathing techniques.
We also talked about the second problem-solving step: Identify the problem. It’s important to
be able to use words to say how you feel and why. One way to put a problem into words is to say,
“I feel _____ because _____.” For example, “I feel frustrated because my friend did not play with
me at recess.” Or, “I feel mad because someone borrowed my markers without asking me.”
Saying how you feel and why helps you to solve the problem.
In this Open circle Home Link and in the next several Hone Links, there will be a list of books
that deal with problem solving and are appropriate for your child’s grade level. You might want
to check out a few from the library and read them with your child. While you’re reading
together, talk about how the characters in the books solve their problems. Do they follow some
of the problem-solving steps that we use in Open Circle? Meanwhile, continue to use problem
solving at home with your child.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Bulla, Clyde Robert. Shoeshine Girl. HarperTrophy, 1989.
The responsibilities of her summer job at a shoe shine stand, and her relationship with the
manager, help Sarah Ida gain self-confidence and self-respect
Wong, Janet S. Minn and Jake. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003.
Minn and Jake encounter an assortment of problems on their way to becoming friends.
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GRADE 4 – LESSONS 26-27

Dear Family:
Our lessons in Open Circle continue to focus on each of the six steps of problem solving: Calm
down. Identify the problem. Decide on a positive goal. Think of several solutions. Evaluate the
solutions. Make a plan and try it.
Recently, we learned and practiced the third step of problem solving: Decide on a positive goal.
This means that we decide what the best ending would be, what we would like to see happen, or
how we would like the problem to end up. In order to be positive, the goal must be safe and
considerate of others.
In another Open Circle Meeting, we practiced the fourth step of problem solving: Think of
several solutions. Thinking of many ideas is called brainstorming, and there are two rules for
brainstorming at school:
•
•

Think of many ideas.
Don’t judge any of the ideas or comment on them until the brainstorming is finished.

At home, practice the problem-solving steps with your child as often as you can. Check out of
the library a few more of the books on problem solving listed below. As you read together, talk
about how the characters are using the problem-solving steps. Are they deciding on a positive
goal and thinking of many solutions?
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
Bunting, Eve. Summer Wheels. Voyager Books, 1996.
A generous man repairs bicycles and then loans them out to children. When one boy breaks
the rules of the loan agreement and angers the other bicycle users, the Bicycle Man must
decide how best to teach the boy a lesson.
Cleary, Beverly. Dear Mr. Henshaw. William Morrow, 1983.
In letters to his favorite author, 10-year-old Leigh reveals his problems in coping with his
parents’ divorce, being new at the school, and other adjustment issues.
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GRADE 4 – LESSONS 28-29

Dear Family:
In Open Circle, we are continuing to work on each of the six steps of problem solving: Calm
down. Identify the problem. Decide on a positive goal. Think of several solutions. Evaluate the
solutions. Make a plan and try it.
In the past few Open Circles, our lessons have focused on the last two steps. After we think of
many possible solutions to a problem, it’s important to evaluate the solutions. We must ask,
“What would happen if I tried this?” about each of our possible solutions. Also, we must ask,
“Which of the solutions would be most likely to get me to a positive goal?” Sometimes our first
idea is not the best idea. When we evaluate the possible solutions, it is like obeying the yellow
light in the traffic signal, which tells us to WAIT and be careful before we act.
Part of making a plan is to choose one solution to try, and another solution to use if the first one
doesn’t work. When we make a plan for trying a solution, we think about who will be involved,
what will we say or do, how will we say or do it, where and when will we try the plan. If the
solution doesn’t work, we should change part of the plan or try our back-up solution.
At home, continue to practice the six problem-solving steps as often as possible. Go to the
library and check out some of the books below that relate to problem solving. Read them with
your child and talk about the steps the characters use to solve their problems.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to the topics we discussed in Open Circle. You might want to
check out one or two at the library and read with your child:
McCully, Emily Arnold. Mirette on the High Wire. Puffin Books, 1997.
Mirette helps a circus performer solve a problem related to his reluctance to walk the
tightrope due to his lack of self-confidence.
McCully, Emily Arnold. The Bobbin Girl. Dial Books for Young Readers, 1996.
A young textile mill worker must decide whether or not to participate in a workers’ strike.
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GRADE 4 – LESSONS 30-32

Dear Family:
In a recent lesson on problem solving, we focused on practicing what we have learned in this
unit. We took a problem and went through all six steps to try to solve it: Calm down. Identify the
problem. Decide on a positive goal. Think of several solutions. Evaluate the solutions. Make a
plan and try it.
In our last lesson on problem solving, we talked about overcoming obstacles. An obstacle is
something that is in the way of you getting what you want or need or something that might
keep you from reaching a goal. Sometimes we might have a good solution to a problem but
encounter an obstacle when we try our plan to solve the problem. It’s important to figure out
how to get around obstacles rather than quitting or giving up.
At home, try to use the six-step problem-solving process with your child often so that it becomes
automatic. Be a role model for your child by using the steps to solve problems you encounter at
home, at work, or in the neighborhood. Compliment your child whenever he/she uses the six
steps to solve problems.
In another Open Circle Meeting, we talked about what it means to be a positive leader. A
positive leader is someone who does things to help a group, and sets a good example for others.
Students thought about classmates and adults at school who show traits of positive leader. We
also discussed how positive leaders in our class use the problem-solving steps to address
problem situations.
Yours truly,

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Here are some books that relate to problem solving. You might want to check out one or two at
the library and read with your child:
Rumford, James. Calabash Cat and his Amazing Journey. Houghton Mifflin, 2003.
Calabash Cat learns that creatures see the world from many different perspectives.
Ryan, Pam Munoz. When Marian Sang: The True Recital of Marian Anderson. Scholastic Inc.,
2002.
Marian Anderson’s courageous actions inspired people in and outside of the world of opera.
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Home Link
GRADE 4 – END OF YEAR

Dear Family:
In our final Open Circle Meeting of the year, we took time to reflect on this school year
and our experiences in Open Circle. We talked about what we liked most about school
this year and some things we have learned. We also talked about the skills we have
learned in Open Circle and how they have helped us in the classroom, on the
playground, and in other places.
Ask your child what he/she has liked best about coming together in Open Circle this
year. Ask what he/she has learned in Open Circle that has helped him/her the most.
During the summer and beyond, continue to use the vocabulary and skills your child
has learned in Open Circle. Keep the problem-solving steps close by, and continue to
practice them with your child. Thank you for the support you have given to Open Circle
this year by reinforcing at home what your child has learned at school.
Yours truly,
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